PRESS RELEASE

Refurbishment of former industrial area “Fonderie Riunite” - Modena

The City Council of Modena started at the beginning of year 2007 a participatory process to engage the local community in a public debate about a new destination for the building of the former foundries called “Fonderie Riunite”, a factory with a high symbolic value, situated in a strategic area in the urban context. 
The participatory process, supported by a facilitator (prof. Marianella Sclavi of Politecnico University in Milan) and the representatives of the local Professional Association of Architects, involved local institutions, associations and citizens in a fruitful dialogue whose final outcome was the creation of a new entity called DAST project which will become the centre for design, art, science and technology in the city, aiming at the development of the local context through different but convergent actions.

DAST is in fact a multidisciplinary research and experimentation centre which, in the shared spaces of the former Fonderie Riunite, will launch initiatives, such as creative and artistic projects, training science experiences, workshops about contemporary history, promoting innovative combinations of training and entertainment. Some of the distinct institutions and associations that have participated in the project have been active in the city of Modena for a long time, while others, such as the new faculty of Industrial Design, will find in the project the occasion for their first establishment.

The participatory experience proved to be an unprecedented contribution to the process of decision making in the context of public policies which, in the course of one year, led the Municipal Council to launch an international architectural competition for the refurbishment of the building. 

The competition called for proposals about the refurbishment, both architectural and urban, of the site. It ended on January 9th 2008 and the first prize was awarded to a team composed by Centro Cooperativo Di Progettazione (Reggio Emilia), Studio Sofia Cattinari (Modena), and Modostudio-Cibinel Laurenti Martocchia architetti associati (Roma).
The project focuses around the conversion of the former metal-smelting complex into a mixed-use public space by creating glass and metal towers of different heights that enhance the potentiality for sharing the spaces while preserving the existing fascinating spaces of the old plant. These new volumes will be clad in perforated gold metal, which the architects claim will evoke the past use of the existing buildings. This shining cladding, which will be distinctly seen from the railroad and from an adjacent bridge, will qualify the building as a new landmark, clearly recognizable on the urban pattern.

The complex will also contain commercial areas and services in support of the DAST, creating an important centre for the city, available throughout the day.

The new urban design provides maximum accessibility for the new functions with the creation of a square outside the former building, which will become a commercial, residential and public park.
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